AUTHORITY OR LIBERTY?
to have had a political education. Oxenstjerna, who said, Mi fili, nescis quantula sapienthmcula regitur (My son, do you not know with what little wisdom the world is ruled?), was not an advocate of democracy."
There he sat, this great democrat. Despite his strong faith in democracy, he acknowledged the mediocre success which it has achieved and which in these latter years has led us often to be sceptical of democracy. What might he think of the future? Surrounded by enemies, did the nightmare of coalition rise before his mind in sleep? I had to be careful; because men who are over eighty do not like to talk of death. I asked him about the future leadership of his own State.
"Do you mean my successor?" he asked, quite cheerily. "I know that they will compare him with myself; for I am a living tradition, a kind of president-on-approval. In the democratic system it is possible for a person to devote long years of service in the first offices of the State; not only myself, but also Benes, Premier Svehla and others. Fear of constant elections and political change is really not a feature of democracy."
On former occasions I had spoken very highly 247